
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

The Making of a Baseball Bat 
1  For baseball fans, there’s nothing quite like the crack of a wood baseball 

bat when it makes contact with a baseball. Although many schools and 
leagues use metal bats, players in the major leagues have always been 
required to use wood bats. These bats are made for each player, often 
with specific features requested by the players themselves. 

The Birth of a Legend 

2  One of the most famous baseball-bat makers is Hillerich & Bradsby 
Company. The idea for the company’s famous baseball bat, the Louisville 
Slugger, was born in 1884 when John “Bud” Hillerich took a break from 
working at his father’s woodworking shop in Louisville, Kentucky, to 
watch a local baseball game. One of the players, Pete Browning, was so 
frustrated when he couldn’t hit the ball that he broke his bat. Hillerich 
offered to make Browning a new bat. The two went to the woodworking 
shop, where Browning told Hillerich exactly what kind of bat he wanted. 
After Browning got three hits the first day he used his new bat, other 
baseball players began asking Hillerich to make bats for them, too. 

3  There was just one problem. Hillerich’s father was not interested in  
making bats. At first, he refused to make bats for baseball players,  
preferring to continue making products such as stair rails and butter  
churns. Hillerich finally convinced his father that making bats would be  
good for the shop, and a new business was born.  

A Standard Slugger 

4  Since 1884 more than 100 million Louisville Slugger bats have been  
made. The bats have remained popular with major league baseball  
players for more than 100 years.  

5  In 1905, Honus Wagner, one of baseball’s best hitters at that time, 
became the first professional athlete associated with a sports product. 
He signed a contract that allowed his signature to appear on Louisville 
Slugger bats. Once other baseball players saw how the Louisville Slugger 
affected Wagner’s hitting, they, too, began using and promoting the bats. 

6  Professional baseball became very popular in the United States during 
the 1920s. Louisville Slugger bats were favored by the game’s biggest 
stars. Baseball legends such as Babe Ruth and Ted Williams went to the 
factory where Louisville Sluggers were made and talked with the 
workers. The talented workers then crafted the bats according to each 
player’s description. The players knew exactly how they wanted their 
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bats designed. Williams once complained that the handles on his bats 
didn’t feel right. When workers measured the bats, they found out he 
was correct. The handles were too narrow—by 5/1000 of an inch! 

Ted Williams inspects a baseball bat. 
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7 Professional athletes have grown accustomed to using the same 
equipment in games and in practice. They know that even a slight 
change in the proportions of a baseball bat can hurt a player’s 
performance in a game. Professional baseball players spend much time 
and effort to ensure they are using equipment that is the right size. 

Old and New 

8 In the early days of baseball, bats varied in size and shape. They were 
made with any kind of wood that was available. Most of today’s bats are 
made from two kinds of wood: maple and ash. Maple is harder than ash, 
so a bat made from maple can strike the ball with more force than a bat 
made from ash. Ash is lighter than maple, so a bat made from ash can 
be swung faster. The shape of today’s baseball bats is also more 
regular—narrow at the handle and wide at the end. 

9 Although the basic design of today’s professional bats is similar, it is up 
to each player to find the bat that works best. Several factors are 
important for a player to consider. Bats come in different lengths and 
weights. The barrel diameter, or the distance around the top of the bat, 
also varies. And then there are the different types of wood to choose 
from. The best way for baseball players to find the bat that will most 
enhance their game is to try several bats and see which one feels right. 

10 Baseball bats have changed a great deal over the years. Players now 
have more choices when selecting a bat. But one thing remains constant: 
the opportunity for players to perform at their best, thanks to the great 
designs offered by Hillerich & Bradsby Company and its Louisville 
Slugger. 
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Early Baseball Bats (left) and a Modern Bat (right) 
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Third party trademarks Hillerich and Bradsby Co.® and Louisville Slugger® were used in these testing materials. 
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33  The reader can conclude that when Hillerich first asked his father to make wood bats, 
Hillerich’s father — 

A planned to change his business by making only wood bats 

B believed metal bats would sell better than wood bats 

C wanted to sell his company rather than make wood bats 

D thought his company would not benefit from making wood bats 

34  In paragraph 6, the details about Ted Williams’s experience with Louisville Slugger 
bats support the idea that — 

F professional athletes can notice slight differences in equipment 

G Louisville Sluggers are not the best bats available to professional baseball players 

H negative comments about a product can harm a company’s business 

J Louisville Sluggers are better designed today than when they were first made 

35  Which sentence best states the main idea of the section titled “Old and New”? 

A They were made with any kind of wood that was available.  

B The shape of today’s baseball bats is also more regular—narrow at the handle and  
wide at the end.  

C Bats come in different lengths and weights.  

D Baseball bats have changed a great deal over the years.  
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36 What is the meaning of accustomed in paragraph 7? 

F Managed by 

G Different from 

H Changed by 

J In the habit of 

37  The reader can infer that one of the main reasons the production of Louisville 
Sluggers began was because of Hillerich’s — 

A willingness to use his knowledge of woodworking to help someone 

B understanding of the game of baseball 

C ability to promote a product using a variety of advertising 

D experience playing baseball with a metal bat 

38  Based on information in the selection, what is one similarity between Pete Browning 
and Honus Wagner? 

F Their success encouraged other players to use Louisville Sluggers.  

G They both ordered a wood bat that was not made correctly.  

H Their friendship with Hillerich helped improve their batting skills.  

J They both persuaded Hillerich’s father to make Louisville Sluggers.  

BE SURE YOU HAVE RECORDED ALL OF YOUR ANSWERS 
ON  THE ANSWER DOCUMENT.  
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